
Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

Friday 4th February 2022 
 

 

From Mrs May 

On Monday, Susie from the Peace Hospice in Watford came into assembly to tell us about her 

workplace and what it offers. We were all moved and decided that we want to do something to help 

them. We will be taking part in a Bunny Hop activity at the end of this term. It was lovely to see how 

empathetic our children are and to hear their ideas about how to get involved. We are hoping that in 

the future, we may be able to give some practical help too. 

I have taken part in various planning meetings this week. The Longwood development plan is moving 

along nicely. We are also continuing to plan exciting activities for the children to make their learning 

varied and stimulating. We are sharing ideas with other local schools too. Planning takes time but 

the results speak for themselves. 

In assembly this morning, we talked about the Queen’s upcoming platinum jubilee, what it is all 

about, the importance of celebrations in general and what we might like to do as a school to mark 

the occasion. The children have some great ideas and we hope to organise a really memorable 

event. 

 

Health and Safety Reminder 

Longwood is nut free. No nuts may be brought into the building. This includes in 

cakes, cereal bars or any other form.  

 

Parent Guidance 

I have scanned and attached some flyers from the Hertfordshire Family Centre 

Service to this newsletter. They have spent some new funding on groups for 

families with children aged 0-5. They are specifically providing support for families 

who had babies during the Covid pandemic. There is a group for babies aged 0-6 

months, an active rhyme time for 6-18 months, and physical fun sessions for 

18months plus. Take a look at the attachments for more details.  
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Chinese New Year 

Many of the classes have been learning about Chinese New Year this week. We are now in the Year 

of the Tiger. Oliver (Hillfield) enjoyed telling his classmates about his family traditions and he gave 

everyone a gift. Sarratt children loved making tigers and Chinese hats. Moatfield children made 

bunting and lanterns. Other nursery rooms also joined in the fun but some got too busy and didn’t 

take photos. Hartspring learnt the story of the animal race to name the years.  Xīnnián hǎo (新年好), 

everyone! 
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Nursery News 

The topic this month for Moatfied children is Music Makers. We have been experimenting with 

sounds and many different ways we can create them. Here you can see the children being shown 

how to hold and use the musical instruments. Then they put their turn-taking skills into practice by 

waiting for their names to be called. Then they could pick out an instrument and have a go at playing 

it. They had so much fun, especially when learning how to pronounce the correct names for the 

instruments.  

This week, the Frogmore children have enjoyed experiencing water play with different materials. 

They loved exploring frogs in water, especially using them to make big and small splashes which they 

found very funny! They explored the water and how the ripples change when you use your hands 

and the frogs, each making a new pattern. Within this activity, the children were supported with 

their counting and loved singing Five Little Speckled Frogs. They were able to develop their fine 

motor skills and personal, social and emotional skills through taking turns and laughing with one 

another, as they experimented to see who could create the biggest splash!  
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Fisher children have been learning about families this week and everyone has been bringing in 

pictures of their families to look at with their friends. The children have also been drawing pictures 

of their families. The practitioners show the children how to hold their pens correctly and draw a 

picture of their family as an example. The children are getting very good at holding pens and talking 

about what they’ve drawn: “It’s my mummy, daddy and my big sister!”. 

 

News From Hartspring 

As part of our topic about explorers, Hartspring 

have been learning about astronauts. Astronauts 

need to wear bulky gloves to protect them from 

the harsh environment of outer space. Hartspring 

experienced what it might be like to have to carry 

out a variety of tasks wearing bulky gloves. When 

studying moon rocks, scientists use a special 

sealed glove box to handle, measure and perform 

tests. We used our own glove box to handle and 

study a variety of rocks and stones. We also had 

fun timing each other and having races doing 

some of the tasks. 

 

Practiser of the Week (from Mrs Sangster) 

There was definitely much more practising this week from many of my piano students. I'm delighted 

to announce that Jaya has finally achieved the accolade of Practiser of the Week! She really rose to 

my Stopwatch Challenge - smashing it by 20 seconds! A huge well done! In second place was Olivia, 

who needs mentioning for ALWAYS practising and being enthusiastic! 

 

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 1 menus.  
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Nursery Rhymes 

The nursery rhyme this week is Humpty Dumpty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrv495corBc  
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.  
All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 
Couldn’t put Humpty together again.  
 

Shoe Drive for Harrow RFC 

Dominic, George and Harry all play rugby for Harrow Rugby Club. Harrow RFC are supporting a Shoe 

Drive to recycle pre-loved sports shoes.  

One Impossible Thing collects pre-loved and outgrown sports shoes and redistributes them to those 

in need in Herts and Beds. They believe a lack of sports shoes shouldn’t be an impediment to 

children and adults taking part in sport. They work with youth groups, schools and 

charitable organisations to redistribute the shoes.  

They are doing a collection over the next few Sundays at the rugby club and the three 

boys are going to bring in a bin liner next week to collect any donations from 

Longwood children. 

The charity has also suggested that if the children have time, they could write a short 

note to go with the shoes to say what was achieved or enjoyed in their shoes. It will 

be passed on to the receiver to inspire them. What a lovely idea! 

One Impossible Thing is looking for trainers, rugby boots, football boots and astros. For more 

information, check out the website www.1impossiblething.com . 

Good luck boys, I hope you get lots of donations. 

 

Congratuations 

Last Friday, (too late for the newsletter), Shreyan in Broadwater had his turn at Show and Tell. He 

presented immaculately. He showed his classmates a “Spot the Difference” book and let them each 

have a turn. He waited patiently for them to spot something, helped them if they needed help and 

made sure that they took turns fairly. He even praised them for good answers. Miss Stentiford thinks 

he might be a budding teacher. He said he didn’t even practise; he just knew what to do! Well done, 

Shreyan. These are very advanced skills for one so young. 

This week, Dominic (Old Park) couldn’t wait to show me his science work. He has received an award 

for making a huge leap in the standard of his work. He completed a science experiment 

independently and wrote it up without any input from anyone else. Well done, Dominic, this is a 

great achievement! 

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Herts Family Centre flyers 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrv495corBc
http://www.1impossiblething.com/


Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 11th Feb 9am, school hall Attenborough class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 11th Feb 8-9am, in the 
playground 

Second hand 
uniform sale 

Blazers £15, all other items £3. 
Lots of bargains to be had and 
helping the environment too! 

Friday 11th Feb 2.45-3.45pm, in the 
playground 

Second hand 
uniform sale 

Blazers £15, all other items £3. 
Lots of bargains to be had and 
helping the environment too! 

Friday 25th Feb 9am Cash for Clothes 
collection 

Please send donations in wb 
21st Feb. 

Monday 28th Feb During the school day Attenborough class 
visit from “Spirit of 
the Wild” 

This session will focus on 
animal classifications, habitats, 
ecosystems and survival. The 
children will handle many 
different species. The cost is 
£20. 

Wednesday 2nd 
Mar 

During the school day Hartspring trip to 
the Roald Dahl 
gallery (Bucks 
Museum) 

Packed lunch is required. The 
cost of this trip is £30. 

Wednesday 2nd 
Mar 

7.30pm, Zoom FoL meeting All parents welcome to attend. 

Friday 4th Mar All day World Book Day 
celebration 

Dress as a crayon! 

Friday 4th Mar 9am, school hall Hartspring class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 11th Mar 9am, school hall Broadwater class 
assembly 

Family welcome to attend.  

Saturday 12th 
Mar 

Cassiobury Park, 9am Parkrun A fun 5k run for everyone. 
More details to follow soon.  

Sunday 13th Mar At school, 2-5pm Attenborough and 
Old Park dress 
rehearsal 

This is compulsory for all 
children. Please mark your 
diaries now! 

Monday 14th 
March 

During the school day Old Park trip to 
Holdenby House 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost is £50. 

Thursday 17th 
March 

At school, 2pm Midsummer Night’s 
Dream – 
Attenborough and 
Old Park Show 

2 parents per child may come 
to one performance only. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 17th 
March 

At school, 7pm Midsummer Night’s 
Dream – 
Attenborough and 
Old Park Show 

2 parents per child may come 
to one performance only. 

Friday 18th Mar All day Red Nose Day The theme is Superheroes and 
children are encouraged to 
dress accordingly. 

Thursday 24th 
March 

During the school day Bunny Hop 
activities 

Fundraiser for the Peace 
Hospice. Details to follow.  

Thursday 24th 
March 

After school, in the 
Broadwater classroom 

Mini movie night All Broadwater children 
invited. Details to follow. 

Thursday 24th 
March 

After school, in the 
hall 

Movie night All Hartspring, Attenborough 
and Old Park children invited. 
Details to follow. 

Friday 25th 
March 2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Friday 29th April 9am, school hall 
Postponed 

Old Park class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 6th May 9am in hall or on 
Zoom 

Music assembly All children who learn an 
instrument – at Longwood or 
elsewhere – welcome to play a 
piece. Audience details to 
follow. 

Wed 11th-Fri 13th 
May 

PGL Liddington Old Park residential 
trip 

Details emailed to parents 
24/1/22. 

Monday 5th Sept 
2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 17th Apr 
2023 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 


